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7 “NOTICE —_— 








Effective 1 January 1983, this report series is being reorganized and 
retitled the SOUTHEAST ASIA REPORT. Material on the South Asian countries-- 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka--that now 
appears in it wi'l be published instead in the JPRS NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA 
REPORT. Also effective 1 January 1983, the JPRS VIETNAM REPORT is being 
discontinued. Vietnam material will subsequently de incorporated into the 
SOUTHEAST ASIA REPORT. 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE LOAN SIGNED--Deputy Minister of Planning and Finance Dr Maung Shein 
and Japanese Ambassador to Burma Masatada Tachibana today signed and ex- 
changed notes concerning a loan of yen 40,254 million which the Japanese 
Government will extend to Burma. The loan is composed of yen 33,354 million 
in project loan and yen 6,900 million in commodity loan. The loans will be 
released for the 1982-83 fiscal year. The project loan will be used for 
modernization of rail transport, production of liquefied petroleum, the 
Yedashe sugar refinery project, restoration of a steel mill, construction of 
modern rice mills and bran oil mills and expansion of the No 2 paper and pulp 
mill. The commodity loan will be used for purchasing machinery and spares 
for industrial projects under the heavy industry corporation. [Text] 
[Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 9 Nov 82 BK] 


CSO: 4211/8 

















INDONESIA 


CO, 


CEAUSESCU'S VISIT EXPECTED TO BOOST TRADE TIES 


c-—.—»% 


BK231628 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 22 Nov 82 
([Unattributed commentary: "Romanian President Ceausescu's Visit to Indonesia™] 


[Text] An interesting part of Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu's visit to 
Indonesia is that on his arrival in Jakarta on Monday morning the Romanian 
leader immediately began talks with President Suharto at Merdeka Palace. 


According to Minister-State Secretary Sudharmono, the two heads of state had 
discussed bilateral and international affairs, stressing Indonesian-Romanian 
coor eration. 


From the talks between President Suharto and President Ceausescu, the results 
of which had been disclosed by Minister-State Secretary Sudharmono, one can 
draw the conclusion that differences in the sociopolitical system do not 
stand in the way of cooperation between Indonesia and Romania. There seems 
to be even greater opportunity for ccoperation. As Minister Sudharmono said, 
the two heads of state had agreed to continue their talks on Tuesday morning. 


It is not incredible that cooperation exists between these two countries. 
Trade relations between Indonesia and Romania have been growing over the 
past several years. Indonesian Ambassador to Romania Isnaeni said recently 
that in 1981 Indonesia's exports to Romania amounted to $50 million, the 
second largest amount among the various east European countries, the largest 
being that to the Soviet Union. 


The growth in trade relations in particular and cooperation in various sectors 
in general have materialized because both sides have agreed to [words indis- 
tinct] but mostly because both Indonesia and Romania are endowed with a tradi- 
tion of struggle and a sense of self-confidence that can serve as a basis of 
cooperation based on mutual respect. 


President Ceausescu's present Indonesia visit, despite its very short duration 
of only 3 days, promises an opportunity to further develop future Indonesian- 
Romanian cooperation. In view of the development activities in our country, we 
are looking forward to the development of Indonesian-Romanian cooperation be- 
cause it can lead to the marketing of more Indonesian agricultural products in 
Romania. In this connection, it is necessary for us to continue to increase 
the volume and quality of our agricultural production to ensure good marketing 
prospects. 


CSO: 4213/504 

















° BRIEFS 
MINISTER'S TRIP SCHEDULHD--Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja is scheduled 
to leave for Vienna this evening to begin a series of visits to several 
countries. The directorate for foreign information said that Minister Mokhtar 
will stay in Austria until 27 November on an official visit and is scheduied 
to hold talks with Austrian Foreign Minister Pahr, who is chairman of the 
Kampuchean Commission at the United Nations. Before returning to Jakarta on 
15 December, Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja will also visit New York 
and later sign the Law of the Sea Convention in Jamaica on 10 December. 
[Text] [BK231427 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 23 Nov 82] 





FOOD SUBSIDY CUTS--The Director General of Domestic Monetary Affairs Oscar 
Suryaatmaja said that hopefully there will no longer be a rice subsidy during 
the 1983-84 fiscal year unlike fiscal 1982-83. He said that during the first 
semester of the 1982-83 fiscal year, Indonesia imported some 500,000 tons of 
rice at a price lower than the selling price at home. He said that if the 
price of imported rice remains at the present level, there will no longer be 

a food subsidy during the 1983-84 fiscal year. He stated this when he ac- 
companied the minister of finance during a hearing session with the budget 
committee of parliament this afternoon. During the first semester of the 1982- 
83 fiscal year, the government allocated funds amounting to 1.71 billion 
rupiah from the food subsidy allocation. The fund was being used to finance 
the distribution and transportation of rice in Irian Jaya. According to the 
director general, rice production at home during 1982 was considered sufficient, 
but the government imported rice for government stocks at a price lower than 
the selling price in the country. [Text] [BK261612 Jakarta Domestic Service 
in Indonesian 1500 GMT 26 Nov 82] 


WORLD BANK LOAN--Indonesia and the World Bank signed a $5.5 million loan in 
Washington on 18 November. The loan will be used to finance the development 
of a paper and pulp factory in central Java and a long and short-term study of 
the paper industry. [Text] [BK220607 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 19 Nov 82] 


DEFENSE MINISTER REVIEWS KALIMANTAN--The minister of defense and security- 
commander of the Indonesian armed forces, General Mohammad Yusuf, believes 
that thanks to close cooperation between the people and the armed forces, the 
situation in west Kalimantan is now peaceful and free from disturbance by 

the Chinese communist band Paraku [North Kalimantan People's Force] as well 




















as other gangs. However, despite this, efforts to step up vigilance are 
continuing with Malaysia to ensure security, stability and public order along 
the common border. General Yusuf said this to newsmen following his visit 

to the 12th Tanjungpura Military Region Command today. Minister Yusuf today 
also visited the 4th Sriwijaya Military Region Command and held a meeting 
with civic leaders, youths, students, political party and Golkar [functional 
group] leaders and members of local regional executive council. General Yusuf 
urged local people living within the jurisdiction of the 4th Sriwijaya Mili- 
tary Region Command always to preserve unity and cohesion as well as national 
identity or the basis of our own national customs and culture. [Text] 
[BK191558 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1500 GMT 19 Nov 82] 


PERTAMINA WANTS LOCAL DRILLING-—-Pertamina has decided that as of January 1983 
all drilling operations will be handled by Indonesian manpower. At present, 
some 40 contractors are engaged in oil exploration in Indonesia with 1,270 
drilling personnel consisting of 630 Indonesians and 640 foreigners. They 
are drillers, mechanics, oil well handlers, testers and so forth. The gen- 
eral chairman of the Federation of the Indonesian Labor Unions, Agus Sudono, 
welcomed the decision taken by Pertamina, which is in conformity with the 
existing regulations in the country. Agus Sudono called for imposing heavy 
sanctions against foreign companies which failed to observe the existing 
regulations, such as the Indonesianization of foreign enterprises. [Text] 
[BK261402 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 26 Nov 82] 
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LAOS 


————— 


CULTIVATION, HARVEST AND SALES PROGRESS REPORTED — — 








"(The following is extracted from the Vientiane press on the dates indicated in 
parentheses. The abbreviations used are SP=SIANG PASASON, VM=VIENTIANE MAI, 
KPL=KHAOSAN PATHET LAO, BQ=BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN) 


LOCATION REMARKS 


Saravane Province Farmers have harvested 20 percent of all 
rice fields, both paddy and dry field. 
The total amount of land planted vas 
47,000 hectares of which 37,000 are paddy 
fields (SP 14 Oct 82 p 1) 


Beng District, Oudomsai Province In third quarter of year farmers sold 67 
tons of rice to state (SP 11 Oct 82 p 1) 





Outhoumphon District, Savannakhet In mid-September, farmers sold another 245 
tons of paddy and 5 tons of milled rice to 
state (SP 8 Oct 82 pp 1,4) 


Vientiane Capital In spite of drought, farmers have completed 
transplanting on 33,509 hectares of paddy 
(VM 6 Oct 82 p 1) 


Vientiane Province Farmers are taking care of the rice paddies 
covering more than 29,500 hectares 
(VM & Oct 82 p 1) 


Vientiane Province Starting in mid-August, mountain farmers 
around the province have started harvesting 
dry field rice on 9,000 hectares, of which 
6,000 hectares have been finished 
(SP 2 Oct 82 p 1) 


Louang Namtha Province Since end of last year's harvest, farmers 
have sold 800 tons of paddy to state of 
which 412 tons came from Namtha District 
(SP 21 Oct 82 p 1) 








un, Vientiane Province Parmers begin harvest on 11,600 hectares 
of paddies. Most of the crop is being 
harvested by labor exchange solidarit 
teams, and harvest has been completed on 
2,300 hectares, with an average yield of 
1.8 tons per hectare (SP 3 Now 82 p 1) 


Outhoumphon District, Savannakhet Farmers sold 350 tons of rice to state in 
. 3ra—quarter of the year (SP 22 Oct 82 p 1) 


LE 





Outhoumphon District, Savannakhet 


Louang Namtha Province Parmers have sold 1,198 tons of rice to 
state from August-October (SP 11 Now 62 
p 2) 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIA SUPPORTED IN REJECTING SOVIET OFFER OF SECURITY 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 24 Oct 82 p 3 
{Editorial: “Security or Slavery") 


[Text] President General Ziaul Haq has revealed in an interview with the 
British newspaper GUARDIAN that Russia had again invited Pakistan to join 

an Asten security pact. President Ziaul Haq's government was advised not 

to worry about Pakistan's security. If Pakistan would join the pact, 
Russia would guarantee Pakistan's security at all times, which will obviate 
any additional needs for aircraft, tanks, or large armed forces. After this 
pact with Russia, Pakistan could have an existence of peace and prosperity. 
President Zia rejected the proposal saying that it was better to be 
destitute but free rather than be at the mercy of others. The President 
Stated to the Russians that in his lifetime the possibility of such a pact 
was inconceivable. President's response in this matter fully symbolizes the 
feelings and emotions of the Pakistani nation. He has repeated the inner 
motives of this proud nation which has stood fast on its ideals in spite 

of trials, tribulations, dangers and threats. 


For Pakistan as well as for countries of this region, Soviet plans for 

Asian security are not something new. This pact was first presented fifteen 
years ago during the period af severe tensions with China. When, after the 
1965 [India-Pakistan], war there was anti-western and anti-U.S. sentiment 

in Pakistan and trade and diplomatic relationship with Russia was already 
underway. Under the proposed pact, countries such as India, Burma, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Iran, Iraq and other countries of the region were to sign on the 
pact with Russia, and were to receive Russian patronage, cooperation and aid. 
The basic purpose of the pact was to narrow Chinese influence, but the 
intention was also to use it against the U.S. and other western powers. 
Russia gradually wanted to extend its influence on this region, similar to 
what it has accomplished in Eastern Europe and tried recently in Indo-China. 
Pakistan was presented with this proposal initially when its CENTO and 

SEATO agreements with the U.S. were proven to be worthless and India's 
pressure on it was increasing. Now the Soviet proposal has been presented 
again when Russian forces are entrenched in Afghanistan and Pakistan's 
security is in danger. This time the pressure is more blatant and of a 
direct nature. 














Russia offers mutual defence pacts to small countries adjoining its borders, 
and to the countries situated away from its borders it offers treaties of 
friendship. It has entered into treaties of friendship with Syria, Egypt, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and India. The history of these treaties shows that 

any country which fell into Soviet clutches lost its freedom and autonomy. 
It is now not easy for Eastern Europe and Indo-China to get out of Soviet 
domination. We have the example of Syria in front of us. Since there was 
a secret pact between Russia and the United States, Syria was unable to give 
any help to the Palestinians under seige in Lebanon. In India, Nehru and 
Shastri refrained from any agreement with Russia, but Indira signed an 
agreement with Russia to further India's military action in East Pakistan. 
India paid the price for that by losing its influence as a non-aligned 
nation. Egypt and Iraq could negate these treaties only after bitter 
experience, and now the example of Afghanistan is before the whole world. 
This signatory of peace and friendship is now the Supreme target of Soviet 
armed forces. After subjecting an old friend to aggression, Russia has taken 
the position that all the countries of this region, and especially Pakistan, 
should be forced to join the Asian security pact. 


Pakistan's relationship with the great powers, its neighbors, and the nations 
of the world is based on equality. This dictates that in the name of 
security and peace, this Soviet offer of interference and slavery be 
rejected. It has been after a long struggle that Pakistan has rid itself 

of Defence Pacts like SEATO and CENTO. Pakistan occupies a place of honor 

in the Islamic bloc. Among the non-aligned nations Pakistan plays an import- 
ant role. Recently Pakistan was unanimously elected a member of the 

Security Council. Not only all the Muslim countries but also the non-aligned 
nations expressed their full faith and support for Pakistan. This is an 
honor which no country under the tutelage of Russia or U.S. can achieve. 
Pakistan did not renounce its pacts with the U.S. to join into worse pacts 
under Russian hegemony. No matter how bitter was the experience with U.S. 
friendship, the Pakistani people are not ready to be pushed into the red 
flames of hell. 


Whether it was an Asian security pact or a Soviet friendship treaty, 

Pakistan has rejected all such proposals. President Ziaul Haq has chosen 
wisely to reject without delay this fresh proposal. Also Soviet armed forces 
are, for all intents and purposes, at the border of Pakistan. Their intention 
to reach the warm water ports is well publicized. 


The Soviets have threatened military action [against Pakistan] in pursuit 

of the Mujahidin. But Pakistan is a proud nation and it will not surrender 
to threats or dangers. To accept the ploy of security and friendship under 
threats of aggression will be the equivalent of accepting slavery. President 
Ziaul Haq was quite right when he said that as long as a single Pakistani 
was alive, this was unacceptable. No Pakistani will sell his freedom for 
convenience. Regardless of who administers the country today and who will be 
in power tomorrow, this is the resolve of the whole Pakistani nation. In the 
matter of the country's freedom and security, every administration and the 
armed forces will have the whole-hearted support of 70 million people. No 
great power or Pakistan's enemies should have any misgivings in this regard. 
12197 
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PAKI STAN 


JATOI DENIES INTENTIONS OF PREMIERSHIP OR CABINET POST 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 23 Oct 82 p 9 


[News Report: "How Can I Become a Senior Minister Now When 2 Years Ago I 
Refused To Accept Premiership"/ 


[Text] Multan, 22 Oct (Staff Reporter) Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi addressing a 

news conference in Multan, said that he had no desire to become prime minister. 
"If I wanted no one could have prevented me from becoming prime minister. I 
was offered the post 2 years ago in Sept 1980. I have no connection with the 
government now,” he said. He added that he rejected the post of premiership 

2 years ago, how could he accept the post of a senior minister now. When a 
newspaper carried such a report, he said that now there could be no talks with 
the government. If the government wished, it can hold talks with MRD /Move- 
ment for Restoration of Democracy/. "I am also a member of a party which is 
one of the parties constituting MRD. My party or MRD will consider whatever 
proposal is put forth by the next government." He said that if democracy 

is delayed any further then the people will slip beyond our control too and 
will be forced to take recourse to undemocratic methods. If MRD wished it 
could start an agitation, but under such circumstances the situation would 

go beyond the control of even the politicians and the elements that are wait- 
ing outside the country watching for such an opportunity will take advantage 
of the situation and the country will become a victim of anarchy. An agita- 
tion can bring about a change in the government but we cannot achieve our goal 
of restoring democracy and promoting prosperity in the country. Mr Jatoi said 
that we will never recognize the constitutional role of the army. He said that 
they did not have any connection with Bizenjo's party for the last 3 months 
because some of Bizenjo's conditions were not acceptable to them. "We agree 
that the country will not tolerate another martial law, but for preventing it 
we cannot support any amendment in the constitution which, in the event of 
enforcement of another martial law, would recognize the right of provinces 

to secession,” he said. 


9315 
CSO: 4656/22 














PAKISTAN 


ABOLISHING FEUDALISM TERMED NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS OF SIXTH PLAN 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 Nov 82, pp 4, 5 


[Article by M. Masud] 
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VESTED BUREAUCRATIC INTERESTS SEEN CONTRARY TO PLANNING OBJECTIVES 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM,.in English 15 Nov 82 p 3 
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PAGARA EXPLAINS ROLE IN ABORTED ROUNDTABLE 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Nov p 8 


[Text } 
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PAKISTAN 


PUNJAB PPP LEADER VIEWS ON SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, MRD 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 21 Oct 82 pp 19, 20 


{Interview with Mr Mansur Malik, senior vice president of the defunct PPP 
Punjab, by Rashid Khan: "The High Leadership of the P ople's Party Has 
Never Supported Subversion"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] A distinguished advocate of Lahore, Mr Mansur 
Malik is connected with that sector of the defunct Peo- 
ple’s Party which has a deep insight of the national 

and social affairs. Recently, Rashid Khan of our Lahore 
bureau had a detailed conversation with him about the 
current political situation of the country. 


[Question] Malik Sahib, the defunct People's Party is being held totally 
responsible for the recent incidents of subversion, since Al-Zulfigar or- 
ganization is regarded a sub-organization of the People's Party. What is 
your opinion in this regard? 


[Answer] The defunct Pakistan People's Party is a patriotic association 
and up to the present day, its prominent leadership has never supported 
acts of subversion and terrorism. For the past 2 years, our party in coop- 
eration with seven other parties of the country, is working to establish 
democracy in the country as MRD [Movement for the Restoration of Democracy], 
and during this period complete harmony has existed among most parties. If 
the defunct People's Party was an organization favoring terrorism and sub- 
version, how could those parties cooperate with us? Prior to the establish- 
ment of the MRD, the defunct People's Party was working as a separate or- 
ganization, but now all its activities come under the MRD. Even the other 
parties included in MRD are fully aware of such activities. Up to the 
present day, no one from the federal or provincial leadership of the defunct 
People's Party has ever supported such activities. Still, under this pre- 
text, the government has put our party's numerous workers under arrest with- 
out court proceedings. The responsibility for any unpleasant incident tak- 
ing place anywhere in the country is placed, reference to the Al-Zulfiqar 
organization, upon the defunct People's Party, although, later on many such 
charges have been refuted. Initially, the fire incidents at WAPDA House 

in Lahore, GPO [General Post Office] and the depot of Urban Transport in 
Kot Lakhpat were reported as the result of subversion, but, after depart- 
mental investigations, the matters turned out to be something different. 
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The fact is that for the past 5 years, due to a lack of correct economic 
planning on the national level, the country in all sectors is becoming 
poorer and poorer. The burden of foreign loans has increased so much that 
we now require loan for paying even the annual interest, which the foreign 
agencies are reluctant to give. The burden of loans on the national economy 
can be well estimated from the fact that according to an official announce- 
ment, during the past fiscal year Pakistan incurred 800 million [rupees] in 
foreign loans. In reality, every new-born child in Pakistan is under 70,000 
debt. This economic situation has raised inflation to its extreme, thus 
affecting the prices to an all-time high. It has become difficult now for 
an ordinary person, especially the wage-earning sector, even to meet with 
its everyday expenses. This situation has shaken various sectors. 


{Question} Malik Sahib, certain circles are voicing their opinion that the 
Western type of democracy will not prove beneficial for Pakistan nor is 
this kind of election according to Islam. What is your opinion about this? 


[Answer] It is true that Pakistan was founded in the name of Islam, but 
mostly there were economic factors behind it. Islam in the Pak-Indian sub- 
continent has not been in danger either before the establishment of Pakistan 
or at present. The biggest proof of this fact are those 150 million Muslims 
in India, who after 1947, increased from 50 million to 150 million. If 
Islam was in danger there, the first blow would have hit their number, and 
so many Muslims would not be living. If Islam has no danger in India, why 
should it have danger in Pakistan where 99 percent of the population is 
Muslim? [The real question is of welfare of the individual.] Islamic soci- 
ety is merely another name for a reformed society wherein the government in 
power is responsible for providing an individual with his basic necessities. 
In this country, however, various classes are being created, which is not at 
all permitted by Islam. As far as restricted democracy goes, the Pakistani 
people have already rejected it during Ayub Khan's era. 


[Question] Malik Sahib, what would you say about the Pak-Soviet relations? 
Are they in any way better than before? 


[Answer] Pakistan has no direct conflicts with the Soviet Union. The en- 
tire nation should be thankful to the Soviet Union for providing us for the 
past 10, 15 years with valuable economic, technical and financial aid for 
the search of oil and for the establishment of the steel mill and the Gaddu 
thermal power plant, since the European powers had declared the establish- 
ment of the steel mill absolutely unsuitable for Pakistan. Today, due to 
this mill, our country is trying to enter into an era of heavy industries. 
There is a special lobby in our country which is nurtured by the United 
States. Its only task is to oppose the Soviet Union in every fair or unfair 
matter, no matter how harmful it is to the national interests. The lobby 

is after the steel mill to close it. Right from the beginning our stand has 
been that to improve the relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan, direct 
talks should be held between the Soviet Union and Afghanistan, since the 
Karmal administration is the representative government of the country and 

it has control over the entire country, and the Soviets have gone there upon 
the invitation of the Afghanistan government. Two point eight million Afghan 
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refugees are not only a burden on Pakistan's economy, because of them 
numerous new problems have sprung up in the Frontier and Baluchistan. The 
sooner they are returned, the better it will be for our economy. 


[Question] Malik Sahib, what is your opinion about the question of Bizenjo's 
regionalism? We have heard that to join the MRD, Begum Nusrat Bhutto had 
accepted considerable demands of Bizenjo, which included a demand for four 
nationalities. 





[Answer] As far as the question of four nationalities is concerned, its 
existence cannot be denied, since at present there are four provinces in the 
country. Their language, culture and traditions differ from each other. 
Although these four provinces are bound by a strong relationship of Islan, 
their rights and problems have a place of their own. We believe that a back- 
ward region's people should be given more participation in development and 
along with that, they should be granted political freedom. Otherwise, with 
the lapse of time, every region's list of demands will continue to get long- 
er. The People's Party did accept some of Bizenjo's demands word by word, 
but the amendment of the demands connected with the internal independence 

of the provinces, since their solution was present in the 1973 constitution, 
was left for the next elected assembly. 


[Question] What would you say about the MRD's permanent structure? 


[Answer] The aim of the establishment of the MRD is to restore the demo- 
cratic process and, as soon as possible, establish democracy in the country. 
Two years ago, eight parties of the country assembled on one platform for 
this single objective. For a certain period, MRD worked on the federal 
level only, but compelled by the circumstances and seeing the challenge of 
the time, it now has been formulated into a complete organization. It will 
have offices from the primary to provincial levels also. Therefore, in a 
way MRD will become an organization of the people. Although at present 
there is a restriction on open politics, the MRD's member parties have kept 
the public sensitive and alive to political rights even under these unfavor- 
able conditions. Actually, the country's political parties are divided into 
two groups. One group wishes to restore democracy in the country according 
to the 1973 constitution; all such parties have gathered under one platform 
as MRD. The other group comprises of those parties which, through various 
tactics, are blocking the efforts of the MRD. In fact, these parties are 
strengthening the hands of the current government. They include the parties 
of Pir Pagara, Mian Tufail and Maulana Noorani. 
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PAKISTAN 


LEADERS DISCUSS EXERTING "MORAL AND LEGAL PRESSURE’ ON GOVERNMENT 


Lahore NAWA-i-WAQT in Urdu 25 Oct 82 pp 1 & 10 


(News Item: “Legal and Moral Pressure Will be Put On the Government for 

Holding Elections. The Aim of Round Table Conference is the Unity of Like- 
minded Parties for Safeguarding the Ideology of Pakistan. Pir Pagaro and 

other Leaders Address reception Given by Jamiat Ulema-i Pakistan*/ 


[Text] Lahore, 24 Oct (staff reporter) - Pir Pagaro, leader of the defunct 
Muslim League, said that like-minded political parties that believe in moral 
values and in the superiority of law and order will be invited to the round 
table conference. He added that in order that their alliance and participa- 
tion may serve to gafeguard the integrity, security and ideology of the 
country, they should be faithful to their own principles. Pir Pagaro was ad- 
dressing a reception given by the members of the defunct Jamiat Ulema-i 
Pakistan. Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi, S.M. Zafar, and Malik Akbar Saqi also 
addressed the gathering. Mian Masoud Abmed presented an address of welcome 
to the guest of honor. Pir Pagaro said that the Muslim League and JUP were 
convening a round table conference, so that like-minded political parties may 
unite together to safeguard the ideology of Pakistan and realize the lofty 
ideals for which Pakistan was established. He said that he wanted to cooper- 
ate with parties who abide by their own principles and who do not believe ina 
policy of confrontation. He said that we want to solve, not create problems 
and added that the round table conference will bring about cooperation and 
unity among like-minded political parties on the lasting basis of peace and 
principles. Pir Pirago said that we will review the situation to see that if 
the problems facing the country can be solved by holding elections, then we 
will try to find out what kind of elections should be held. After reaching a 
decision, Muslim League, Jamiat Ulema-i Pakistan and other like-minded politi- 
cal parties will bring about moral and legal pressure on the present government 
so as to achieve positive results for the people. He said that he believes 
that Jamiat Ulema-i Pakistan and Muslim League will be successful in their 
endeavor and the government will implement their policies. Maulana Abdus 
Sattar Niagi urged that fundamental rights, political process and basic 
values should be restored in the country and that established affairs should 
not be tampered and a system based on justice and equity should be established 
in the country, and added that we will not rest until such a system is estab- 
lished. He said that governing the people was God's deputation and we will 
strive for government's establishment, integrity and security. Maulana Abdus 
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Sattar Niazi, referring to the press conference held by general secretary 

ot defunct Jamaat-i Islami, said that Jamaat-i Islami was a very big stunt. 
He said that when Jamaat-i Islami joined the ministry and now that they 

were cooperating with it, it was a stunt. Referring to round table con- 
ference he said that people are demanding the restoration of political and 
democratic values in the country, this is the very goal which we are trying 
to achieve. Speaking on the Kasimir issue, Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi said 
that this problem can only be solved by holding a plebiscite and that there 
is no need for doing anything else. He said that the public treasury was 

a trust of the people and that it cannot be used for one's pleasure. S.M. 
Zafar, addressing the gathering, said that the administration of the country 
cannot be run without politics and politicians. Pakistan was started with a 
movement of the people and that this country can only develop in the same 
democratic and political atmosphere. Speaking of the statements issued by 

Mr Wali Khan and other individuals on Pakistan and Quaid-e-Azam, S.M. Zafar 
called them foolish and urged that politics and democracy should be restored 
in the country. Referring to the round table conference he said that in this 
matter his party will cooperate with Maulana Noorani in evety possible way 

so that parties believing in democracy may be able to unite. On the Kashmir 
issue S.M. Zafar suggested that the government should take political parties 
in its confidence in the matter and advise them about the formula on the 
basis of which it was discussing this important problem with India. Mr Zafar 
demanded the release of Sardar Abdul Qayyum and other detainees. Malik Akbar 
Sagi called on Muslim League and Jamiat Ulema-e Pakistan to jointly work out a 
line of action for restoring democracy and political process in the country 
and added that all the members would make every possible sacrifice for 
achieving restoration of a constitutienadigovernment and establichment of the 
principles of Holy Prophet Mohammad. The reception was attended by Chaudhri 
Mohammad Hussein Chatha, Retd Lt Gen K.M. Azhar, Mr Iftikhar Ali Shaikh, Mr 
Barkat Ali Atiq, Malik Mohammad Akbar, Retd Maj Mohammad Afzal, Syed Salim 
Hussein Qadri, Mr Shabab Mufti, Chaudhri Mohammad Sadiq, Pir Aijaz Ahmed Hashmi, 
Syed Talib Hussein Gardezi, Begum Rehana Mashhadi, Syed Shakir Riazwi, Qari 
Abdul Hameed,Miss Khalida Hassan and members of both the parties. 
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PAKISTAN 


CORRUPTION AND ITS CAUSES EXPLORED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 1 Oct 82 p 3 6 14 
[Article by Najmd Din Fakhri: “Two and Two Make Four") 


[Text] There is no doubt about the present government's desire and 
attempts to eradicate all corruption in this country in order to establish 
the real Islamic society, the reason for which this country was established. 


Raja Zafar Haq, federal minister of information and broadcasting, has 
compared corruption to the fatal disease of canczr. He admitted that the 
government could not successfully implement any plan to curb bribery and 
corruption. We shall discuss the reason for this failure later. For now, 
we agree with Mr Haq and would like to add that only one in a thousand among 
the government workers is not maligned by this “cancer.” Actually, this 
cancer is so prevalent in some places that it has become simply unavoidable. 
In exchanging bribes, etc, now no one even thinks as to what he is giving or 
what he is getting. The situation has become so bad that without spending 
money it is nearly impossible to have anything done no matter how legitimate, 
pruper or important it may be. On the other hand, by spending some money 
everything can be arranged regardless of how illegitimate or improper it may 
be. 


Mr Haq’s comment about the government's inability to implement any anti- 
corruption plan needs some attention. There are reasons for this “disease.” 
The problem in our country has been that only temporary cures are sought; no 
action is taken on a consistent basis to eradicate any “disease” after it is 
diagnosed. This treatment is like injecting morphine into someone suffering 
from unbearable pain, putting him to sleep. The patient, on waking up, will 
find himself suffering from the same pain. This temporary relief does not 
cure the patient. Our society's ills are being treated in the same manner. 
Suddenly everyone gets excited. There are some lectures and arrests of a 
tew notorious criminals. A few days later everything is back to normal. What 
is the reason for this lack of attempts to find a cure for the society's 
ills? If honest efforts are made to find the cause of any problem and the 
prescribed eradication measures are carried out diligently, there is no 
reason in the world for that problem to exist. 
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The police play an important role in the welfare of any social system. The 
role of our police department is known to every one. The same basic question 
arises here...why do our police play such a bad role? These days news of 
robberies are common place and it is a known fact that these robberies are 
carried out under the supervision of police officers (it is possible that 
this is not true). The main reason for this accusation is that the 

police have lost the respect of people because of what they do. The police 
department is blamed for everything that goes wrong even if it is not its 
fault. The policemen act somewhat decently in cities as the people living 
there are more educated, but not in villages. In villages, a police officer 
2ll but owns the area where he works. There no one questions a police 
officer's authority. The police officer keeps his superiors, who should 
question him, happy. It is expected of him and he knows how. 


But the basic question is: Why are we corrupt? Here we must explain that 
corruption is not limited to the police department but is found in all 
government agencies and departments. It is high time that we admit the 
reason for this disease. We pay our government employees very low and their 
salaries have not kept up with inflation. We cannot ignore the fact that 
any government employee, be he an officer or an office boy, cannot support 
his family on his salary. He cannot get an education or buy health care for 
his children. He cannot even buy his family enough clothes or feed it 
properly on his meager salary. Now the question arises...how can he meet the 
basic needs ot his family? How can he provide for his children? A lower 
division government clerk earns barely enough to buy canned milk for two 
children. Under these circumstances, the government should seriously think 
whether its efforts to eradicate bribery and corruption are realistic. In 
the light of the above-described economic deprivation, can these crimes be 
stopped? It is of course sheer need that drives people to corruption and 
then it becomes a habit, or, to use the metaphor of the honorable Raja 
Zafarul Haq, “cancer.” 


There is no doubt that if statistics were compiled on corruption, we would 
find that the turnover of the under-the-table money is scven times more than 
our national budget. We can easily estimate how harmful this practice is 

to our national economy. If the present government is serious about bringing 
about revolutionary changes in our society, it must increase the salaries of 
all government employees substantially. This increase can be effected 
without straining the present budget by curbing the unnecessary governmental 
expenses. But the government cannot take this step without infuriating one 
faction--its civil service personnel, the bureaucracy. If the government 
can control the civil servants then it can bring about there revolutionary 
reforms. Otherwise, nothing will change. Two and two always makes four and 
will make four until eternity. Two and two will never add up to three or 
five. 
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PAKISTAN 


POLICE CRITICIZED FOR PREVAILING HIGH RATE OF CRIME 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 18 Oct 82 p 13-14 


[Article by Pir Abidi: Can Unlimited Powers Given to the Police Obstruct 
Social Reform? ] 


[Excerpts] The rate of crime has increased to such an extent that while 
reading the morning newspaper one cannot help feeling that our society is 
full of professional criminals and that no aspect of life is free from its 
influence. Articles and pictures relating to big and small criminal 
activities all point to the fact that the rate of crime, instead of decreasing, 
is ever on the rise. Criminal activities Like subversion has increased so 
much that even responsible government officia’s have said that it is no 
longer easy for the government to keep them under control. This is all very 
well. But then what is the use of the law-makers and the machinery responsi- 
ble for checking crime? What are they meant for? Has the police force 

been created to harass the people at the instigation of the bureaucracy? To 
pelt the people with bullets and beat them with sticks for demonstrating on 
the streets for the restoration of democracy and for the principles of 

Holy Prophet Moahammad. To involve peace-loving and law-abiding citizens in 
false law-suits at the instigation of big landlords and enemies of the 
country, give and take bribes, and ixstead of being called the protectors of 
the law, be designated as irresponsible, negligent of their duties and hate- 
ful? This is what a correspondent has written about this important department 
and this is a fact because the conditions and observations all prove that 

our police force, instead of terminating crime, is aiding it and abetting 

its perpetrators. Had it been otherwise, newspapers would not fill their 
pages with news relating to crime, and subversive activities would not have 
become everyday events throughout the country. Chaudhri Zahoor Elahie would 
not have been mercilessly assassinated, neither would Zahoor-ul Hassan 
Bhopali been murdered, nor would vagabonds have attacked Justice Saeed-ur 
Rahman's residence. Similarly public and private buildings would not have 
become targets of explosions; abductions, assassinations, robberies, 

murders, smuggling, adulteration, black-marketeering, gambling, drinking 

and other abhorrent activities would not occur, and prostitution dens would 
not be found in large houses in respectable residential areas. 


All these criminal activities are taking place. They are being perpetrated 
in a very disgusting and dreadful manner. No sooner is a crime committed and 
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word gets around than reaction of the people with respect to forces of law 
and order comes to the fore. People clamour for justice, a process which 

originates from the police station. There the officer in charge of register- 

ing the cases asks under which regulation he should register the case: martial 
law regulation, or the British law, or again under Sharia's ‘Hudud laws? 















The petitioner is petrified and looks for ways and means of his own safety 
and protection. Police offers guidance. Money is exchanged in the form 

of bribery and in this way the matter is settled. Criminals are encouraged 
and crime is further reinforced. Under such an atmosphere and under such 
circumstances, how can crime be terminated? 


On the other hand the government is busy preparing a draft plan for starting 
a campaign to reform the society. After all who will reform the society 

and who will implement this plan? The answer is: the police, which in 
itself requires to be reformed whose acts and deeds are not exemplary and 
which has among its ranks people whose hands are stained with the blood of 
innocent people like Master Asghar, who use tear-gas and shower bullets on 
people staging marches carrying banners of “La Ilaha Illallah-u Mohammad-ur 
Rasoolullah,” who beat up people demanding the enforcement of the law of 

Holy Prophet Mohammad so hard as to break their bones, who violate the 
sanctity of mosques bluntly by walking in with their filthy shoes, who have 
become fat on bribery and corruption, whose abominable faces portend of 

evil and whose language is so filthy that law-abiding citizens do not dare to 
look them in the eyes, and whom people are afraid to approach with their 
lawful complaints. The police patronize criminals and after take large sums 
of money when they are supposed to be exemplary in their acts and deeds, 
supposed to mediate, be affable and friendly. But all these good qualities 
are not to be found here. This is why we would like to state that the police 
should be reformed before starting the campaign to reform the society, 
because an ordinary S.I. [sub-Inspector] has been given so much authority 
that he can disgrace any law-abiding citizen any time he likes. 


Can we take the liberty of enquiring from Mr Laeeq Ahmed Khan, Chief of 
Punjab Police, as to who has given so much authority to the ordinary 
policeman? 


This reminds us of an interview we had with Qazi Azam, former I1.G. [Inspector- 
General]. During the course of this interview we had asked him what he had 

in mind for protecting the people from the legendary police and why the 

people are frightened of police instead of feeling an attachment towards 

them. He had replied that the whole society was corrupt, so what could be 
expected of the police coming from a corrupt society? Our reply was that 

in such a case reform was out of question. He responded by saying: we 

are trying to make the police more worthy and dutiful and capable of bringing 
crime under control. 
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PAKISTAN 


FAKE ANTI-CORRUPTION MEASURES IN SIND POLICE ASSAILED 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 20 Oct 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "The Problem of Purging the Police] 


[Text] It is the season of autumn in Sind police department. Some of the 
leaves are shedding. Last week two minor officials were caught red-handed 
accepting liquor and bribe. Raids are being made regularly to land one big 
fish, a relatively high official, but he is elusive and beyond grasp. Last 
week an AS. [Assistant Sub-Inspector] was caught taking a bribe of 3,000 
rupees. In Khairpur, the Officer in Charge of the railway police post was 
apprehended for running a gambling den in his house. In brief it seems 
that the luck of the policemen has run out. 


The public is pleased with these various arrests but is not completely 
satisfied. The public feels that its pleasure is temporary. Recent episodes 
of police involvement in robberies and disorders created a climate of 
protests and uproar; to normalize this and to pacify the public the 
administration had to do something. This is exactly what is happening now. 
But this will not eradicate the deeply rooted tree of dishonesty and evil 
merely trims its branches. 


Is the dishonesty in police limited only to A.S.I. and the inspector? 

If not, why is the corrective action limited to these grades? Why are the 
real culprits who are engaged in the high level business of the purchase 

and sale of police stations immune? The A.S.I., S.I. and inspectors and 
other such officials of lower rank merely fill out “tenders” according to 

the wishes of those higher ups who seek or invite those tenders. They make 
cash payments to higher authorities that accept these tenders basing the 
payments on their specific quotations. It is because of these tenders and 
cash payments that the corrupt practices prevail which support not only their 
own families at a modest living but also the luxurious living style of the 
higher authorities. Unless and until the higher authorities that demand these 
offers and tenders are apprehended, nothing will change in terms of in the 
police and the tree of evil and dishonesty will stand firm as ever. 


The question is: what is accomplished as a result of these arrests? If, 
after arrest and investigation, the culprits dre transferred to another 
location, will there be a difference in their behavior or attitude? The 
only difference will be that they will become more fearless and flaunting. 
Under these conditions, these incidents of arrests and apprehensions are 
mere window-dressing. 
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PAKISTAN 


GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT RISE REPORTED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Nov 82 p 1 


(Text ] 1g) AMABAD, Nov. 15: The 


CSO: 


wide-spread rains today brigh- 
tened the prospects for a good 
‘Rabi’ crop this year, agricul- 
tural experts say. The rains 
were described as “timely and 
most suitable’ for all varieties 
of ‘Rabi’ crop both in the rain- 
fed and irrigated areas. The rain 
would have significant impact 
on the crops which had already 
been sown. 

This was the fist heavy min 
of the winter segwon. Accord 





There wa «a chill in the ar 
to » it mined for sev during the day, most of which 
houss in Peshawar, Risalpur, Kohat, have been warm even during the 
and Sargodha, besides Idamabad fist half of November 


The downpur started at around 
in Karachi and Lahore dso. The 9 am nd On contating intr 
nathem and hilly aes of the mittendy dll late in the w 
county dso a downpour, A total of 26.7 milimetres of 
at ey ws moceted, ty the Met Office 

Expers the Pakistan ta by evening. maxim m 
cultural Research Council, said that ture dectined by about 6 degree. The 
the mins at this stage would be weather ex forces t more rains 
vital for the current wheat crop, 
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PAKISTAN 





DUTCH COMPANIES TO HELP ENERGY SYSTEM 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text] Islamabad, 15 Nov--Holec, a Dutch group of three companies will 
revolutionise the energy system in Pakistan by harnessing wind, water and 
solar energy. The energy thus produced will be reliable, uninterrupted, 
easily managable and compartively economical. These observations were made 
by D. Kousemaeker Managing Director of the Companies at a Press conference 
here today. 


Holec according to the Dutch expert has 100 years of technological experience 
and was fully capable of providing an integrated and consistent energy supply 
in the rural areas of Pakistan. 


Mr. Kousemaeker disclosed that his organisation had already solved the energy 
problems of many developing countries including Indonesia, Brazil, Ghana, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Nigeria. He said that they were already fully con- 
versant with the energy potential of Pakistan and would instal the equipment, 
keeping in view the energy resources of a particular area. 


The Dutch Executive claimed that with the help and collaboration of both pri- 
vate and public sectors in Pakistan, they would bring all the modern comforts 
to the rural areas of Pakistan such as television, potable drinking water, 
electricity and everything based on power. Mr. Kousemaeker who had come for 
the second time to Pakistan was assisted by two other technical experts who 
also explained the details of their technical background and the blueprints 
under which they would operate in Pakistan. 


The Company, the Holec Executive, said was coming in a big way to Pakistan 
from January next and added that they were already in touch with the con- 
cerned agencies in Pakistan including the Director General of Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Resources. The response from these agencies he added 
was quite positive and encouraging. 


Mr. Kousemaeker explained that by means of master planning in energy, Holec 


had designed a long term strategy for the fast changing structure of energy 
accounts of Pakistan. 
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PAKISTAN 


RAINS BRIGHTEN CROP PROSPECTS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Nov 82 p l 


{Article by Jawaid Bokhari] 


[Text ] 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


NDP LEADER DEFENDS GHAFFAR KHAN--Peshawar, 24 Oct (Staff Reporter) Haji 
Ghulam Ahmed Billor, secretary general of the defunct NDP /National Democratic 
Party] regretted that Qazi Hussein Ahmed, secretary general of the defunct 
Jamaat-i Islami called Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan a Russian agent and, in the 
heat of rhetoric, even called him "Abu Jahl" (father of.ignorance'). He asked 
whether this was the way of expressing Islamic virtues. Haji Ghulam Ahmed 
Billor said that he would like to ask these American agents as to what their 
elders did against the British during the days of slavery, when Badshah Khan 
was busy fighting against the British and writing the history of freedom with 
his own blood. He said that these monopolists of Islam, after the departure 
of British imperialists, had always worked for the American imperialists. 
Millions of rupees collected ih the name of Afghan refugees, he said,.were 
being embezzled and Badshah Kham was being abused. He said that General Ziaul 
Haq has now declared negotiations with Russia and the U.S. as necessary on 

the war in Afghanistan. This, he said, confirms the stand adopted by Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Kham.that this war was the war between Russia and the U.S. 
[Text? [Tahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdd 25 Oct 82 p 1, 197 9315 


GOVERNMENT'S ROLE DENIED—-Islamabad, 15 Nov--The Federal Minister for Interior 
Mahmood A. Haroon, today denied that the government had contributed towards 
the failure of the proposed RTC (Round Table Conference) of politicians. 
Talking to newsmen shortly after inaugurating the Daman-e-Koh to Pir Sohawa 
Road this morning, he said the restrictions imposed on movement of some 
political leaders were not because of their possible participation in the RTC. 
He added that such type of restrictions were imposed on politicians many a 
times in the past. It may be recalled here that Chairman RTC Reception Conm- 
mittee, Prof Shah Faridul Haq, while announcing the postponment of the Con- 
ference in Karachi on Nov 9 last, had described the restrictions imposed by 
the government as one of the factors for postponment of RTC.--PPI [Text] 
[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 16 Nov 82 p 1] 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


PNG ECONOMY FACING PROBLEMS 


Brisbane THE DOURIER MAIL in English 9 Nov 82 p 6 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


PNG BUDGET TIGHTENING MEASURES 


Bisbane THE DOURIER MAIL 10 Nov 82 p 8 
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POLICE STATE SEEN EMERGING IN PNG 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 6 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text] 
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PHILIPPINES 





PC COMMANDER HOLDS PEACE DIALOG WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY 1 Dec 82 pp 1, 15 


[Text] Guinobatan, Albay, Nov 30--Eight PC soldiers were killed in an ambush 
staged by the New People’s Army here yesterday morning. 


The victims, who belong to the 25lst PC Company under the command of Col. 
Ben Aguilar, of the 52nd PC battalion, were ambushed at Sitio Magcasili, 
barangay Mauraro, while on their way to this town. 


Killed in the ambush were 2nd Lt. Si'verio Natividad, Sgt. Eugenio Guanzon, 
C1C Jack Salvador, C2C Conrado Mumad, C2C Vicente Formelosa, C2C Mario 
Obando, CZC Ruben Dili, and C2C Rodeo Ruben. 


Other details of the ambush were not available from military authorities as 
of press time. 


The incident was immediately known by the people in nearby areas through radio. 


The ambush was staged some two kilometers away from the poblacion, it was 
learned. (Jen. Jorvina) 


Daet, Camarines Norte--A three-hour “peace dialogue” was conducted last Fri- 
day by newly designated PC Recom 5 commander, Brig. Gen. Pedrito de Guzman, 
with former provincial, municipal, and barangay officials and chiefs of gov- 
ernment offices, teachers, and barangay folk. 


Held at the Camarines Norte National Agricultural School in barangay Talubatib, 
Labo town, some 3,000 individuals attended the forum where De Guzman spelled 
out his policies, particularly on the insurgency problem. 


De Guzman, who is pursuing a campaign of attraction and unification in Bicol 
through peace dialogues, appealed anew to the NPAs and their sympathizers to 
lead a new life within the fold of government. 


He urged the dissidents to surrender before the monitoring device he is 
installing in every barangay becomes operational. 
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He said the device will enhance effective surveillance and intelligence oper- 
ation with trusted but unidentified residents of a barangay commissioned to 
closely watch unusual developments and suspicious characters. These resi- 
dents will report to the nearest military unit without having to identify 
themselves, he said. 


De Guzman said checkpoints have become a source of graft and have given the 
military a bad image. He said he ordered the dismantling of the checkpoints 
when he assumed command last October. (B. B. Villaluz) 
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PHILIPPINES 


SAMAR CLERGY CONTINUES TO PERFORM PASTORAL DUTIES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 1 Dec 82 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Calbayog City (PNA)-—-Catholic Church activities in this city and in 
other towns in Western Samar continue to be normal--giving one the impression 
that the so-called mass leave of parish priests here was much ado about no- 
thing. 


Of the 30 parish priests in the province, only eight have, for one reason or 
another, gone on leave. As authorized by Bishop Filom*nto Bactol of the Samar 
diocese, other priests have taken over their pastoral duties. 


With the exception of these eight, who were insistent, the rest of the Samar 
clergy continue to perform their pastoral work. 


This group belongs to the younger set of priests who are followers of Msgr. 
Norberto Hacbang, who is reportedly facing criminal charges. 


Catholic lay leaders here said that the so-called mass leave is an overblown 
propaganda of these eight priests who have failed to influence the majority of 
their colleagues and had resorted to publicizing their activities in Manila. 





These leaders said this mass leave must not be believed for it gives the im- 
pression that the Catholic Church in this province has collapsed. 


At the same time, the Catholic laity here was poised to request even non- 
Catholic priests to minister to them should their own parish priests make 
good their threat to go on pastoral leave. 


They said that the so-called "A Declaration of Pastoral Leave" was not even 
released in Samar and was not signed by the priests concerned. 


This declaration, which was contained in a sealed letter apparently delivered 
to the bishop on Nov 25, was not even opened because the bishop left for 
Manila for the dialogue between church officials and military authorities. 


The lay leaders said it was only in Manila that the so-called mass leave was 
published in the newspapers. It was timed for the eve of the dialogue. 
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Even the people of Samar were surprised by the Manila news reports on the 
mass leave when there was none of the sort here, they said. 


Two Catbalogan priests interviewed in Tacloban City said the reported mass 
pastoral leave of the clergy in Western Samar does not have the support and 
sanction of the entire diocesan priests of the province. 


They said that the reported mass leave is just the work of a group of radi- 
cals whose organization, the National Association of Priests and Religious 
Unions (NAPRU) Samar chapter, coerced the signatories of the letter of appeal 
to join the planned mass leave. 


The letter, they added, was not even openly discussed in a general assembly 
of the Samar priests to seek out their opinion. 


They said they are trying to convince some of their colleagues to desist from 
joining the radical group's activities. 


They also said that the priests in Samar are divided on the issue of the pol- 
iticalization of their religious group. 





Some of these priests, they said, have not abandoned their parishes but are 
only out of town attending week-long holy retreats and these are being made 
to appear that the clergy had joined the reported pastoral leave. (PNA) 


Military authorities are hunting for four more priests and two nuns allegedly 
involved in a plot to overthrow the government. 


Brig. Gen. Salvador Mison, Eascom commander, said the suspects had left their 
parishes. Seized subversive documents have linked the suspects to a plan 
of the New People's Army to waged activities against the government. 


Being hunted were fathers Edgar Torres, Pedrito Lucero, and Josefino Gonzales, 
parish priest of Lope de Vega, Northern Samar; Msgr. Norberto Hacbang of 
Catbalogan, Western Samar; and Sisters Thelma Laurence and Loreto Diego. 


Documents gathered by intelligence operatives showed that some of the suspects 
had attended a recent strategy meeting of NPA Leadeis in Eastern Visayas. 


The suspects went into hiding apparently to pursue their alleged participation 
in anti-government activities, military authorities said. 


The govermment has not included the suspects in the order of battle where 
rewards have been offered for the capture of top dissident leaders. 


The government has offered a P206,000 prize for the capture of Fr. Conrado 
Balweg, a rebel priest operating with a group dissidents in Northern Luzon. 


Mison said that operatives were having a hard time in locating the wanted 
priests because parishioners close to them (suspects) had clammed up. 








Operatives have so far captured 10 priests and nuns in the government's 
wanted list. Some of them were detained in regional military headquarters. 
Others had been turned over to their superiors for custody. 


Defense authorities turned down a request for Church leaders for the auto- 
matic turnover for Church custody of all priests and nuns arrested for al- 
leged involvement in subversive activities after Church leaders refused to 
take responsibility if the suspects concerned escape. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS UNIMPRESSED BY FIJI CONFERENCE 


Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN 23-24 Oct 82 p 10 


[Artic 


| Text |] 


le by James Oram] 


THE Prime Minister, Mr 
Fraser, may have been well 
discussions, 


viser on overseas matters, the 
Foreign Minister, Mr Dennis 
Lulei, thought otherwise. 


Mr Mamaloni described the 


conference as “boring’, first: 


making the remark at a closed 
meeting in Fiji then repeating 
it for the benefit of islanders 
when he returned home. 

Mr Lulei was equally blunt. 


the event, Mr Mamaloni said 
that gatherings like 
CHOGRM were merely talk, 


and he likened them to the 
Jong discussions much loved 
by those in the public relations 
business. 


Of course, the unexpected 
and the outspoken — and at 
times the unwanted — are nor- 
mal for Mr Mamaloni. who 
came to power a year ago 
when his predecessor. Sir 
Peter Kenilorea, was in Vanu- 
atu for a South Pacific Forum. 
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EDITORIAL EXAMINES VIOLENCE IN NATION 


Colombo DAILY NEWS 29 Nov 82 p 6 


|Editorial: “A Necessary Evil") 


reflects the State's anxiety -to assure every 
peace-loving citizen freedom from fear. 

The principal feature of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure (Special Provisions) Law is the restric- 
tion on the grant of bail to persons alleged to 
have committed ‘or being charged with or be- 
ing convicted of specific offences. There are, 
at present, nearly 200 hard-core criminals in 
remand pending court cases against them, ac- 
cording to the Minister of Justice. 

Had the normal law relating to bail been 
applicable, these men would have been loose in 
various parts of the country, continuing to 
commit serious crimes, posing a serious threat 
to public order and a menace to the com- 
munity, the Justice Minister added. 

The approach of a welfare state is in the 
direction of benevolent laws in the interests of 
justice for all. It is axiomatic that while no 
man or group is above the law, nobody is 
beyond its protection. 

There 5 hardly a day when newspapers do 
not carry reports of some hold-up, gang rob- 
bery or armed violence against person and 


SRI LANKA 


. Laws, however tough, have some- 
times | to secure the conviction of the 
offender; and it is necessary to reiterate here 
that laws are only as good as their imple- 
mentation. They are impotent if they cannot 
be enforced. 

State and society must support every en- 
deavcur to meet the peril facing the land. The 
restoration of a sense of security is imperative. 

In recent years, there had been an alarming 


to planned violence at such times. 
| The Special Provisions Law also happily 
ides protection to the informant, com- 
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_ It is relevant, perhaps, to state here--as 
President Jayewardene is known to have de- 


must take its own course. The police of- 
Ticer is an agent of the law of the land and not 
of the political party in power, and clearly no 
power or authority can legitimately interfere 
with the performance of his statutory duties. 
Parliament, when it first passed the Special 
Provisions Law, decided to restrict its opera- 
tion within a time-frame of one year to deal 
with the situation in the north. The fact that it 
needs extension year after year, since 1978, is 
jm a sense an admission of the failure of the 
law enforcement agencies to break the back of 
the terrorist movement within the time-frame 
allowed to them. 
But for that reason alone, it would be unwise 
to take away the bite of the law by with- 
drawing it from the statute book at a time 
when the security forces sorely need’ extra- 
ordinary powers to deal with what, surely, is an 
‘extra-ordinary situation. 
The security of the state and th: protection 
of the citizen warrant it. 
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OPPOSITLON PLANNED BLOODSHED DETAILED 


Colombo DAILY NEWS 27 Nov 82 pp 1, 12 
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SRI LANKA 


PRIESTS, NUNS IN PROTEST FAST 


Colombo DAILY NEWS 27 Nov 82 p 1 


[Article by M. Selvarajah] 
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SRI LANKA 


CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST SLFP LEADERS 


Colombo DAILY NEWS 27 Nov 82 p 1 
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SRI LANKA 


MAHAVELI PROJECT WILL MEET ENERGY NEEDS 


Colombo DAILY NEWS in English 29 Nov 82 p 6 
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RUBBER SALES TO LIBYA 


Colombo DAILY NEWS 27 Nov 22 pil 
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THAILAND 


POLL NOTES VIEWS ON 1973 UPRISING 
Bangxok MATICHON in Thai 17-23 Oct 82 pp 4-6 
[Article: "14 October 1973, People’s Views Now|] 


[Text] For some people, it seems only yesterday that the events of 14 October 
i973 took place, events that changed the course of Thai history and that 
ushered in a period of democracy that lasted for almost 3 years before that 
day of violence, 6 October 1976, on the path of national construction. [Since 
that day|, dictator has followed dictator and coup-maker has followed coup- 
maker until the banner of democracy is now in tatters. 


In order to find out what people's present views are on the events of 14 
Octover 1973, the Social Research Institute of Chulalongkorn University and 
MATICHON cooperated in conducting a public opinion poll. Reported here are 
the opinions that we were able to obtain. 


The sample was composed of men and women from eight occupational groups: 

1. Students, 2. businessmen, 3. government officials, 4. soldiers and policemen, 
S. small merchants, 6. state enterprise officials, 7. private officials and 
employees, and 8. laborers and workers. 


The 500 people in the sample were polled during the period 8-10 October. 


Concerning the question are you aware of what took place on 14 October 1973, 
including the call for a constitution, the gatherings and the demonstrations, 

most of the people were aware of what had happened. Most of the students, 
soldiers and policemen, private officials, state enterprise officials, businessmen 
and workers were aware of what had happened. Only the small merchants and 
laborers hed higher percentages who did not know, 24 and 12 percent respectively. 
Otherwise, there were only 2-3 percent in each group who did not know. 


As for the question in what way did you participate in the events of 14 October 
1973, the students, which is the yroup that particupated in these events 

the most, followed the news on the radio and in the newspapers. This is also 
the main way that the businessmen, private officials, state enterprise ofiicials 
government officials and laborers participated. 
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Few of those polled did not foliow the news at all. Even 70 percent of the 
small merchants and soldiers and policemen followed the news. 


When asked whether they remembered the events very well, fairly well, vaguely, 
or not at all, it turned out that the student group remembered better than 

the other groups. Next in order came the government officials, state enterprise 
officials and private officials. In this sample, the small merchants remembered 
more than the businessmen. 


There were quite a few people who said that they remembered the events only 
fairly well. But only a few said that they did not remember the events at 
all. Most of those who could remember nothing were soldiers and policemen 
followed by laborers and small merchants. 


As for the reasons that these events occurred, the various occupational groups 
felt that this was a political accident, that the communists had stirred 

up trouble and that it was an appeal for democracy because of dissatisfaction 
with the nepotistic dictatorship of Thanom and Praphet. 


Only 16 percent of the students thought that it was a political accident. 
But more than 20 percent of the government officials, soldiers and policemen 
and private officials felt that it was a political accident. 


Besides this, most felt that this was a demand for democracy. 


As for the percentage who felt that this was the work [of the communists] 
stirring up trouble, 28 percent of the soldiers and policemen, more than 
any other group, felt that this was the reason. Only 4 percent of the small 
merchants and only 5 percent of the businessmen and government officials 
said this was the cause. 


This was in accord with the idea that these events were meant to “exert pressure 
to develop democracy.” The majority agreed with this, except for those in 

the soldier-policeman group, 38 percent of whom agreed with this and 38 percent 
of whom disagreed, with the remaining number not voicing an opinion. 


The next question asked the people whether they thought that these events 

were the most important political change in the country since 1932. The majority 
of the students, government officials, small merchants, officials and workers 
agreed with this. The group that voiced the greatest disagreement was the 
soldier-policemen group. Fifth-two percent of this group disagreed while 

only 4, 6 and 8 percent of the other groups disagreed. 


As for those who did not know, 44 percent of the small merchants said that 
they did not know. Next were the businessmen, 26 percent, government officials 
and workers, 18 percent, and soldiers and policemen, 14 percent. 


Since the people felt that this was an important political change, the next 
question was whether 14 October should be set aside as an important day in 
Thai histroy. The great majority of the students felt that it should. Next 
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came the government officials and then the private officials, state enterprise 
officials, small merchants,workers and businessmen. Least in favor were the 
soldiers and policemen, with only 24 percent in agreement. Fourty-four percent 
of this group did not favor this, followed by 24 and 18 percent of the private 
officials and state enterprise officials respectively. 


Since most agreed with this, the next question concerned what should be done 
to ensure that younger generations know the importance of that day. Most 

felt that a history of the events should be written and included in the 
school curriculum. Concerning this, 68 percent of the governmen. officials 

and 42-49 percent of the private officials and state enterprise officials 

felt that this was what should be done. Even the soldiers and policemen tended 
to agree with the other groups, with 32 percent of the soldiers and policemen, 
36 percent of the small merchants and 34 percent of the businessmen agreeing 
with this. 


A smaller percentage felt that this should be an official holiday. Even the 
Students did not feel that this should be a holiday, which was in agreement 
with the views of the other groups. 


As for whether memorial services should be held, 42 percent of the students 
said yes. Similar percentages of the small merchants, officials and workers 
agreed, 34, 33 and 32 percent respectively. 


The people in the sample werethen asked about the call by some politicians 
to forget the events of 14 October. Very few felt that it was unnecessary 
to remember the events, that the people should not be informed as to the 
facts of what had happened or that what had happened in the past should be 
left alone out of fear that someone would use this as an example to stir 
up trouble again. 


Thus, the great majority did not agree with forgetting these events. Those 

most infavor of remembering were the students, government officials, businessmen, 
state enterprise officials, private officials and workers. The group least 

in favor of remembering was the soldier-policemen group. 


A large percentage of the people, including students, did not give an opinion 
on this question. Sixty percent of the soldiers and policemen did not respond. 


The reason that the various occupational groups did not agree with the idea 

of torgetting these events was that people had sacrificed their lives to 

gain democracy for the people of the country. Even 55 percent of the soldiers 
and police agreed with this; 70 percent of the students and businessmen agreed. 


Very few in the groups, only 16, 15, 8 and 6 percent, felt that the events 
should be remembered because they are a warning to the politicians. This 

does not include those, particularly government officials and small merchants, 
who favor remembering the events but who do not think that the reasons should 
be discussed very much any more. 
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it has been almost 10 years now since the events of 14 October 1973. Some 
people still feel that the events happened only recently. But others no longer 
think about that day. The ideas expressed by this sample of 500 poeple may 

not be representative of what the more than 40 million peopie in the country 


think about the events of that day. 


But even so, it cannot be denied that the events of 14 October 1973 were 
important events in the long history of Thailand. On that day, the students 
and pecple together drove out the dictators, even if only temporarily. 
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THAILAND 


POLL NOTES PUBLIC VIEWS ON BOMBINGS, POSSIBLE ATHIT-LED COUP 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 11 Oct 82 p 3 


‘Article: “General Prem-Gereral Athit, a Coup-an Election, What Will the Choice 
Be?" | 


(Text! Just before the appointment of the new RTA CINC, the sounds of bombs 
and cunfire seemed like the familiar “musical accompaniment” for Thailand's 
political and military situation. 


On 16 July, an M72 was fired at Lop Buri while a vehicle carried General Pren 
Tinsulanon from the Artillery Center to the airport there. 


On 15 August, someone threw an M26 eat General Prem's Si Sao home. 


Just 24 hours before the promotion list was announced, a grenade exploded on 
the road running past the Ministry of Defense. The target was the room of the 
minister of defense, who is none other than General Prem Tinsulanon. 


After the appointments were made and General Athit became the new RTA CINC 
as expected, some political scientists and politicians felt that there would 
be a “silent coup.” 


The question is: Was there any connection between the explosions, a coup, General 
Athit Kamlangek and General Prem Tinsulanon? 


MATICHON and the Social Research Institute 


In order to obtain a clear answer in a fairly scientific way, MATICHON and 

the Social Research Institute at Chulalongkorn University cooperated in conducting 
@ public opinion poll on the topic “The Possibility of There Being a Coup At 

This Time.” The poll was conducted on 29 and 30 September. 


The sample polled included 100 students (59 men and 41 women), 75 businessmen 

(34 men anc 41 women), 50 government officials (20 men and 30 women), 75 soldiers 
(61 men and 14 women), 100 small merchants (52 men and 4€& women) and 100 state 
enterprise officials (68 men and 32 women). Tnus, the total number of people 
polled was 500 (294 men and 206 women). The results of the poll are as follows: 
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From What Did the Bombings Stem: 


Concerning people‘s opinion on the reasons for the bombings in Bangkok during 

the period July to September: 58.2 percent felt that this resulted from conflicts 
in the military; 10.6 percent felt that this stemmed from conflicts over political 
power; 9.2 percent felt that this was carried out by the communists; 6.4 percent 
felt that some mentally disturbed persons did this for the fun of causing trouble; 
and 6.2 percent felt that this was an attempt by hoodlums to demand protection 
money . 





Of the 58.2 percent who felt that the bombings stemmed from conflicts within 
the military, 69 percent of the state enterprise officials and 56 percent of 

th students agreed with this. But only 30.67 percent of the soldiers and police 
agreed. As for the businessmen, 66.67 percent of them agreed with this. 


Why were grenades thrown? Concerning the matter of “what the various occupational 
groups considered to bethe motive for the bombings,” the results were as follows: 
29.21 percent felt that the purpose was to cause turmoil in order to use this 

as an excuse to carry out a coup; 21.64 percent felt that the purpose was to 
cause turmoil in order to dissolve parliament; 20.25 percent felt that this 

was an attempt to express dissatisfaction with General Prem; 16.85 percent 

felt that this was meant to show dissatisfaction over General Athit Kamlangek 
becoming RTA CINC; and 2.63 percent felt that this was done by some mentally 
disturbed persons for the fun of it. 


Of the 29.21 percent who felt that this was an attempt to cause turmoil in 
order to use this as an excuse to carry out a coup, 32 percent of the state 
enterprise officials, 31.66 percent of the small merchants and 27.62 percent 
of the soldiers and police agreed with this. 


Dislike the Bombings, Dissatisfaction With the Defense Measures 


Concerning the “feelings of the people in the various occupational groups about 
the bombings,” the results were: 40 percent disliked what had happened and 
were unhappy with those who had set off the explosions; 30.27 percent were 
indifferent; and 23.78 percent felt afraid and felt that their lives were in 
danger. 


As for those who disliked what had happened and who were unhappy with those 
who had set off the explosions, 47.62 percent of the government officials, 

46 percent of the soliders and police and 40.78 percent of the state enterprise 
officials were in this category. 


Concerning the people's “feelings about the government's present measures to 
prevent bombings,” 40.4 percent refused to respond, 23 percent were satisfied 
and 36.6 percent were dissatisfied. 


Concerning those who were not satisfied, 46 percent of the state enterprise 
officials and 38.67 percent of the businessmen and soldiers and police were 


dissatisfied. 


55 








General Athit'’s Position as RTA CINC 


Concerning people‘’s “feelings toward the view that whether Thailand becomes 

a democratic country or not depends on who becomes RTA CINC,” 42.4 percent 
disagreed with this view. Those groups that disagreed the most were the students, 
51 percent, and the businessmen, 48 percent. Only 30.4 percent agreed with 

this. Concerning those who agreed, 39 percent of the small merchants agreed 
while only 21.33 percent of the soldiers and police agreed. 


Concerning people‘s “expectations about whether the power base in the army 

that supports General Athit Kamlangek will be secure or not after General Athit 
takes over the position,” 35.6 percent were not sure, 29 percent did not know, 
27.2 percent said that it would be secure and 8.2 percent said that it would 

be insecure. 


Concerning people's “expectations about the possibility of future bombings 
after General Athit Kamlangek becomes RTA CINC,” 52.4 percent said that they 
were not sure. The group with the largest percentage of “uncertain” responses, 
62.67 percent, was the businessmen group. Second were the government officials, 
62 percent of whom were uncertain. At the same time, 23.6 percent of the people 
felt that the bombings would decline while 18.4 percent felt that the number 

of bombings would not decline. 


A Silent Coup or Disturbances 


Concerning people's “views on the criticism to the effect that General Athit 

Kamlangek's promotion to RTA CINC will lead to a silent coup this year,” 40.2 
percent felt that this was a possibility; 40.6 percnet refused to answer the 

question. Only 15.2 percent said that this was not a possibility. 


Concerning those who said that this was a possibility, 53 percent of the state 
enterprise officials, 52 percent of the students and 40 percent of the businessmen 
hold this view. It turned out that 58 percent of the government officials, 

43 percent of the small merchants and 41.33 percnet of the soldiers and police 
refused to answer this question. 


As for people's “views about the possibility that Some military groups may 
cite the disorderly situation as an excuse to carry out a4 coup prior to the 
1983 election,” 43.2 percent said that this could happen; 23.4 percent were 
not sure; 16.8 percent said this would not happen; and 16.6 percent did not 
give an opinion. 


Concerning those who felt that this was a possibility, 53.33 percent of the 
businessmen and 52 percent of the state enterprise officials felt that this 
was 4 possibility. 


Will There Be an Election? And What About General Prem? 








As for people’s “views on the likelihood of there being an election in 1983,” 
59 percent felt that there would be an election; 25.6 percent were unsure; 
and 6.2 percent did not give an opinion. Only 7.2 percent felt that there 
would not be an election. 





Concerning those who felt that there would be an election, 68 percent of the 
soldiers and police, 66.67 percent of the businessmen and 62 percent of the 
students felt that there would be an election. 


The final question concerned people‘’s “views on the present performance, in 
general, of the government of General Prem.” The result was that 40.4 percent 
did not express-an opinion and 33 percent were dissatisfied. Only 26.6 percent 
were satisfied [with the government's performance]. The people who were the 
most dissatisfied, 46.67 percent, were the businessmen. Those who were most 
satisfied, 42 percent, were the small merchants. It can be said that the Prem 
government is the “beloved of the small merchants.” 


Conclusions But No Proposals; Elections But Great Trepidation 


It can be seen that, based on the results of the public opinion poll, people 
felt that the bombins resulted form the conflicts in the military or, at a 
minimum, they stemmed from disputes over political power. [People) felt that 
the main motives for this were to cause turmoil in order to use this as an 
excuse to carry out a coup and to express dissatisfaction with General Prem. 


Concerning the election, the majority felt that there will be an election 
but that the election will be held admidst a struggle for power. 


The poll showed that people do not agree that democracy depends on the position 
of RTA CINC and they are not sure about the power base of General Athit Kamlangek 
in the army. There is fear because people are not sure whether the bombings 

will decline or not after General Athit becomes the new RTA CINC. 


From all this it can be seen that the Thai people are fairly sure that there 
will be an election but that they are not sure whether there will be order. 
More disturbances are expected. And it is thought that a coup is a definite 
possibility. 
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COLUMNIST NOTES DIFFERING ASEAN PERSPECTIVES ON MILITARY ALLIANCE 
Banckok MATICHON in Thai 13 Oct 82 p 5 
|Article by Chaichok Chulasiriwong: “Asean and Military Cooperation”™|] 


(Text! At the beginning of August, Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the prime minister of 
Singapore, said that Asean should form a military alliance instead of just 
emphasizing economic, social, cultural and political cooperation as is the 
case at present. 


After Mr Lee Kuan Yew's statement, there were reports out of Kuala Lumpur 
(at that time Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila was attending a conference 
on Asean) that said that Thailand agreed with this proposal by the leader 
of Singapore. 


But when the Thai minister of foreign affairs returned to Thailand, he announced 
that such a military agreement must be made by the military. Such a statement 
annot be construed as a denial and it is not a confirmation. The leaders 

of Malaysia and the Philippines did not respond to this statement by Mr Lee. 


But Indonesia expressed great opposition to this. Indonesian MPs announced 
that they did not agree with Mr Lee. 


Some experts on Asean have said that, actually, Asean has already formed 

a military alliance. This can be seen from the fact that some of the member 
‘ountries have held joint military exercises. For example, Thailand and Malaysia 
have held joint naval exercises. Indonesia has sent a group of air force officers 
at the chief of staff level to observe things and to express ideas on the 

sir force exercises in Thailand. And there are the agreements reached between 
Thailand and Malaysia on suppressing the communists along the [Thai-Malaysian|] 
border. 


But another group of experts claims that present military cooperation between 
the members of Asean does not concern the activities of Asean. Such cooperation 
iS just bilateral cooperation, that is, two countries have reached an agreement. 





Since things have reached this point, we can ask the question: If Asean is 
considering forming an official military alliance, that is, if there is a 
treaty or agreement like the “Manila Agreement” that was made in 1954 in 
order to establish Seato, will this actually be carried out? 


To answer this question, we must first consider various problems, factors 
and cooperative actions. 


A Look At the Dangers 


About 2 years ago, Mr Lee Kuan Yew talked about the problems and dangers 

facing the members of Asean. He said that “first of all, we unfortunately 

have to admit that during the past 10 years, Asean has never cooperated militarily 
in order to restrain the forces of Vietnam in those cases inwhich fighting 

has broken out openly.” 


The various members of Asean recognize that the threat to the security of 
Southeast Asia and their own country stems from Vietnam. In particular, this 
idea became a reality in 1979 when Vietnam invaded Kanpuchea and occupied 
the country with approximately 200,000 troops. And to this day, it has not 
shown any indication of withdrawing its forces. 


But even though the various members of Asean all recognize the threat from 
Vietnam, these countries have different views on the extent of the danger 
resulting from this trheat. Thailand, which shares a border with Kampuchea, 
feels that the danger is very great. 


The leaders of Thailand are constantly monitoring the movements of the Vietnamese 
forces in Kampuchea. This can be seen from a report by the Royal Thai Army 

that said that Vietnamese troops are now near the Thai border or that fighting 
has now broken out between Vietnamese and Heng Samrin forces and Khmer Rouge 
forces. 


In the case of Thailand, besides the direct danger posed by this crisis, 
that is, the events in Kampuchea, Thailand is also experiencing an indirect 
crisis. Thailand has friendly relations with China, which is an enemy of 
Vietnam. Thus, it seems as if Thailand is beginning to follow China‘s policy 
toward Vietnam. And besides this, Thailand is a friend of the United States 
too. 


Thus, Thailand cannot, or will not, try to become close to Russia, which 
is Vietnam's backer and which has a military treaty with Vietnam. 


As for the Philippines, even though it has such friendly relations with the 
United States that it has allowed the United States to maintain naval and 

air force bases in the country and is still in the "Manila treaty” along 
with Thailand, the Philippines is just an island country that does not have 

a land border with any country. Thus, the level of danger from the Vietnamese 
threat is very low. 
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As tor Incgonesia, the geographical situation is the same as that for the 
Philippines. But from the standpoint of politics, it is not as close to the 
mated States as are the Philippines and Thailand. 


Besdies this, the Indonesian military obtains some of its weapons and war 
materials from Russia and other Eas: European countries. Thus, for Indonesia, 
the level of danger from the Vietnamese is very low. 


As tor Malaysia, even though it shares a border with Thailand and even though 
it hes expressed triendship toward Thailand and constantly sympathized with 
Thailend about the problems, the policies of the new group of leaders of 
Malaysia, who came to power in July last year, show that they are nationalists 
and that they are more interested in preserving the interests of their own 
-ountry than they are in preserving the common interests as a member of Asean. 


Som f the statements by Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the prime minister of Malaysia, 
show that he views the Vietnamese danger as an “each-for-himself" type problem. 


Dr Mahathir once said that the Kampuchean problem is a direct problem of 
Thailand since it shares a border with Kampuchea. Thus, Thailand is the one 
that knows the best way to solve the problem. (But the Malaysian embassy 

in Bangkok has denied that Dr Mahathir said this.) 


Besides this, the internal problems of Malaysia, such as the ethnic minority 
problem and the communist problem, have led the Malaysian leaders to feel 
that the real danger to the country comes from China rather than from Vietnam. 


it seems that only Singapore, which is just a small island located at the 

tip of the Malay Peninsula, shares Thailand's fears and feels that Vietnam 
pos » great danger. At the same time, the leaders of Singapore have tried 
to revive and promote the idea that Asean should join their military forces 


im order to counter future invasions by Vietnam. 


These attempts by Mr Lee Kuan Yew to point out the Vietnamese problem show 

that Singapore is afraid that [Vietnam] poses a danger to Asean or that Singapore 
is worried about T siland. And so it is trying to induce the members of Asean 

to join together in helping Thailand. 


Coneerning this, nothing needs to be said since the various economic policies 

of Singepore show that Thailand has constantly been at a disadvantage. Singapore 
wants to preserve its interests above all else, including both economic and 
political interests. Thus, in looking at the danger posed by Vietnam, it 

joes not regard Thailand as an important factor. 


Thus, it must be that the prime minister of Singapore is taking a long-range 
view and is worried that Vietnam, which has now occupied Kampuchea, will 
expand into other areas of this region. 





luring the tame that Vietnam has occupied Kampuchea, Singapore has seemingly 
played a major role among the members of Asean in trying to make the world 

see that Vietnam is the agressor in Kampuchea and that the Kinmer Rouge government 
is still tie® legal government of Kampuchea. 


Concerning this, Mr Lee Kuan Yew has tried to get the leaders of China to 
share this view. 


Resides this, the Singaporean ambassador to the United Nations, Professor 
Tommy Koh, has scored good results in obtaining votes supporting Asean'‘s 
agreement to get the United Nations to call on Vietnam to withdraw its forces 
from Kampuchea. 
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‘HILD MALNUTRITION DEATHS IN HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 

Bangxok MATICHON an Thaa 12 Oct @2 p 5 

Article by Witheyakon Chiangkun: “What Are We Doinc With Our Children?"] 
[Excerpts] How much society “develops” is not measured by [the degree of] economic 


security but by the people‘s standard of living. And something that is not 
latficult to see is what is done for the children. 





in many of the developed countries and in the socialist countries, children 
ire given special attention because it is felt that they are the ones who will 
grow up to become the citizens of the country and they are not yet able to 
look atter theselves. 


Most of the countries that are smart provide support so that food and milk 

iS available for children at a very low price. These countries make a serious 
ettort to provide child-care centers, clinics, schools, playgrounds, sports 
tields, youth centers, parks, museums and so on. 


in China, I saw that children received very good care. Even in very poor villages, 
t he hildren had adequate clothing and they looked very healthy. 


In these countries that give much attention to children, they feel that children 

are a privileced group. Children are children and adults should give them everything 
that they can so that they grow up to be strong, healthy, intelligent and moral 

iduit 


In Thailand, 200,000 to 300,000 children below the age of 5 die every year 
trom malnutrition and related diseases even though Thailand produces so much 


tood that it is able to export several million tons of food every year. 


Also, substantial quantities of expensive food are consumed in Bangkok and 


the large cities and many dogs, cats and horses are raised for pleasure. In 
wealthy families, the dogs have more nutritious food to eat than do the rural 
nad sium children. 


In Thailand, milk is so expensive that the children in poor families must drink 
sweetened condensed milk diluted with water even though the food value of this 
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i. much lower than regular milk. The children of the poor are raised by fate. 
Many who live in the rural areas and slums become sick and die from various 


aiseases. 


In Thailand, hundreds of thousands of children below age 15 have left school 
and must work hard in small factories. The Department of Labor cannot supervise 
all these. Or these children do other work such as selling goods. Thousands 

of teenage girls must work as prostitutes. Tens of thousands of children are 
Slaves to drugs, cigarettes, alcohol and gambling. 


Thailand is considered to be a Buddhist country rich in food; it is said to 

be a iand of smiles where the people are generous. But it treats its children, 
the country's most valuable resource, in the most terrible way that people 

can treat each other. 


We spend much money to purchase weapons, to build roads, dams and government 
buildings and to pay salaries and other expenses for government officials and 
enployees. But how much do we spend on our children and how much does this 
really benefit the children? 


11943 
cso: 4207/19 


65 








THAILAND 


ATHIT HELP SOUGHT IN OPENING INDOCHINA TEXTILE MARKETS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 16 Oct 82 p 3 


[Article by “A Person Who Follows the News": “The Border Trade Policy, When Will 
There Be an Agreement” 


iText! At the end of last week, the mass media, including radio, television 
and newsoapers, published more stories and pictures of General Athit Kamlangek, 
the RTA CINC, and other senior officers such as Air Marshal Chakon Thattanon, 
the director of personnel, and Major General Phat Urailoet, the commanding 
yeneral of the First Army Area, visiting a textile mill of the Thai-American 
Textile Company Ltd. in Pathum Thani Province. They were welcomed by Mr Sukri 
Phothirattanangkun, the chairman of the board of this company. 


"This mill was established in 1970 at a cost of 330 million baht. This was a 

jOint venture by Thais and Americans. But later on the American investors withdrew 
their shares and so row the company is wholly Thai owned and operated. There 

are more than 3,000 workers here. The income earned from exporting cloth and 
thread is approximately 450 million baht a year,” said Colonel Charoensak Thiang- 
tham, a member of the board, in summarizing the basic situation for the VIP 
Visitors from the three branches of the service. 


This invitation to senior military officers to visit this mill, which is presently 
one of the giants in the Thai textile industry, is another “political offensive 

for trade benefits” that has been launched by businessmen who want to create 

1 good and correct image for those who hold political and military power and 

allay the doubts of those who hold different positions. 


This is nothing new. Previously, many bankers arew in “senior poeple in the 
military” and made them bank board members and did other similar things, as 


is well Known. 


Previously, when General Athit was assistant RTA CINC and commander of the 
Bangkok Peace-Keeping Command, he frequently received invitations from several 
business groups to give lectures, usually on the topic “businessmen and security.” 
Also, there were freauently reports that General Athit had been invited to 

be the special cuest of senior bankers to hold private talks. 

















"it this textile mill can sell its good to Inacochina and sell goods along 

the Thai border, this will increase the mill‘s income and stimulate the sagging 
textile trade,” said Colonel Charoensak as if he were complaining about the 
present deplorable state of the textile industry. 


The fact that textile quotas have been limited by the European Economic Community, 
the reduction in imports by important foreign buyers, the closing of the markets 
along the Thai-Indochinese and Thai-Burmese borders and the depressed domestic 
economic situation in which people do not have buying power are all factors 

that have affected che textile mills and made it necessary for them to find 

ways to reduce their production capacity. 


“Concerning textile trading along the border, we must consider the security 

of the nation. At present, there is fighting along the border. If there is 
trading, this may provide supplies to the enemy and inconvenience military 
operations,” said General Athit. He also said that permission to trade may 

be given by opening certain points such as in Loei Province. However, if it 
reaches the point where this forces the mills to go out of business and affects 
the economy in general, this is not good either. 


The debate on the obstacles in stimulating Thai textiles, obstacles that result 
from the closing of the border markets, has been a constant problem. The debate 
has concerned what should come first, security or the economy. 


But to date, no progress has been made, or no conclusion has been reached 
about which all sides can agree. This problem concerns trading with the socialist 
countries. We have constantly agrued about what things we can reach an agreement 


on. 


A way out that can now be seen is for the sectors concernec, including the 
ministries of commerce, interior and defense and the security council, to 
quickly hold a meeting and come up with a clear and definite policy on border 
trade, including trade with Laos, Kampuchea, Burma, Malaysia and Singapore. 


Certainly, this policy must show flexibility in accord with the military-economic 
Situation of the moment. If the situation tilts to one side, then more importance 
must be attached to that side. And when the situation changes, the policy 

and methods must be adjusted accordingly. 
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